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Preamble 
 
Ownership of the ports of Sète and Frontignan was transferred from the State to the 
Languedoc-Roussillon Region on 1 January 2007. 
 
The Region entrusted the management and operation of trade and fishing activities to the 
Public Regional Establishment of Port Sud de France. 
 
Port Sud de France has a refrigerated warehouse on the commercial port of Sète for the 
deposit and storage of perishable foodstuffs (fruit, vegetables, fish and meat) in positive and 
negative cold, on the dockside of the Colbert Basin (Quay E). 
 
This call for proposals should make all or part of the refrigerated warehouse available 
for the deposit and storage of dry and fresh products, primarily from maritime traffic, 
which can be supplemented by land-based traffic (in accordance with the ICPE 
regulations applicable to the warehouse - section 1510 limits the storage of combustible 
materials, products or substances in covered warehouses to 500 tonnes). 
 
I - The spaces covered by this call for proposals (in pink on the map) 
 
The refrigerated warehouse located on the commercial port of Sète has been 
operational since 2011.  
 
It handles both pallets and containers coming from all sources and meets the latest 
efficiency and quality criteria for handling fresh and dry products (in compliance with 
applicable ICPE environmental regulations).  
 

A) Option 1: Occupancy of the entire refrigerated warehouse 
 
The operator can choose to occupy and operate the entire refrigerated warehouse, as 
well as the administrative offices located to the north of the building. 
 
The refrigerated warehouse located on the dockside, under controlled temperature, 
covering an area of 23,000 m2 consisting of three storage and warehousing cells, has 
the following characteristics: 

- a total storage capacity of about 15,000 pallets for repackaging and order 
preparation, including 5,500 in 10 cold rooms, 

- 10 cold rooms with racks:   
o 5 cold rooms of 567 m2 from 0 to +14°C adapted to ensure continuity of 

the cold chain, 
o 4 cold rooms of 300 m2 from 0 to +14°C adapted to ensure continuity of 

the cold chain, 
o 1 cold room of 300 m2 at -25°C suitable for storing frozen products. 

- 33 loading/unloading gates with levelling bays for semi-trailers (12 gates to the 
north and 21 to the south), 

- 27 gates for unloading reefer containers (20 gates to the south and 7 to the 
north), 

- 8 large fast-closing sectional gates (6m x 3m) to directly access Quay E (4 to 
the north and 4 to the south), 

- 1,100 m2 of fractionable offices.  
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The hangar is equipped with SIEMENS brand monitoring software for cold 
management, developed by ALBAFRIGOR.  
 
The refrigeration hangar has a cooling capacity of 1,200kW. All rooms are cooled by 
glycol coolant, and the cold is diffused through about sixty blower evaporators. As for 
the refrigeration liquid, it is ammonia NH3. 
 
In addition, an approved, calibrated weighbridge for weighing containers and trailers is 
connected by computer to the refrigerated warehouse (in red on the map). A 
weighbridge is also provided for weighing pallets.  
 
Within this context, all installation maintenance and repair costs will be borne 
exclusively by the operator. 
 
Finally, with regard to Internet access, the refrigerated hangar will soon be connected 
to the fibre optic network. 
 

B) Option 2: Occupancy of part of the refrigerated warehouse 
 
The operator can choose to occupy and operate part of the refrigerated warehouse 
currently consisting of three zones: Zone A, Zone B and Zone C (see plan, attached). 
 
Zone A :  

- area: 9,765 m²,  
- temperature: 5°/15°. 

 
Zone B:  

- area: 7,180 m²,  
- temperature: 5°/15°. 

 
Zone C:  

- area: 5,928 m²,  
- 5 cold rooms of 567 m² from 0 to 14°C adapted to ensure continuity of the cold 

chain, 
- 4 cold rooms of 300 m² from 0 to 14°C adapted to ensure continuity of the cold 

chain, 
- 1 cold room of 300 m² at -25°C suitable for storing frozen products. 

 
Should an operator plan only to occupy Zone C, prior agreement will be required to 
determine a right of way to access the loading bays as well as the loading site. 
 
In addition, offices may also be made available to the operator:  

- Administrative offices located to the north of the refrigerated hangar (ground 
and first floor), 

- Operational/logistics offices located on the central part of the refrigerated 
hangar.  

 
In the event of partial occupancy of the refrigerated hangar, Port Sud de France will 
charge the occupants refrigeration costs as well as collective charges.  
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II - The environment near the spaces covered by this call for proposals 
 
As a reminder, the commercial port of Sète enjoys a 24-hour open entrance, directly 
connected: 

- via the R600 main road, 
- and the motorway network (A9), whose entrance is 8km from the port. 

 
The main entry point has 3 lanes on entry and 2 lanes on exit. 
 
The ISPS regulations apply to the entire commercial port of Sète, with access controls 
at the entrances and a network of CCTV cameras. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A) The apron in the immediate vicinity  
 

 An apron of 17,721 m² for containerised goods (in yellow on the map) 
 
This is an apron served by two converging tracks for a nominal storage capacity of 
20,000 TEU/annual.  
 
This fenced, controlled-access apron consists of a 6t/m2 load-bearing capacity storage 
area with 140 reefer sockets. 
 
It is located in the immediate vicinity of the refrigerated warehouse of the commercial 
port of Sète. 
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B) The quays in the immediate vicinity 

 
 Quay E (in cyan on the map) 

 
This is a 450m-long quay with a Ro-Ro station (22m wide) with two berths (E1 and E2), 
with an operating load of up to 6t/m2 over the entire site. 
 
Permissible features include: 
- 240m long, 
- and 11m of permissible draft (including 200m at 11.70m of permissible draft). 
 
The distance between rails for operating the gantries is 27m.  
 
As part of this call for proposals, berthing on the quay by regular lines takes priority. 
However, it is specified that Quay E will remain public and its operation or occupation 
cannot therefore be privatised.  
 
Finally, Quay E is equipped with custom lighting, in two modes: work / security. It is 
specified that the lighting present is calculated to carry out operations on containers 
for night work.  
 

 Quay G (in grey on the map) 
 
This is a 460m-long quay. It has a 28m-wide Ro-Ro station and can accommodate 
ships with a draught of 11m. 
 

 Quay H (in purple on the map) 
 
This is a 467m-long deep-water quay, with an operating load of 6t/m2 on a 35m strip, 
and then an operating/storage load of 10t/m2 beyond that. Quay H has two berths and 
a double Ro-Ro station. 
 
The permissible features are 13.50m for the permissible draught (given that the quay 
depth is 14.50m and can be increased to 15.50m at a later date). 
 

C) Buildings and infrastructure 
 

 The SIVEP administrative building for phytosanitary and veterinary 
checks (in red on the map) 

 
Port Sud de France has, 400 metres from the refrigerated warehouse, a common 
administrative building at the CEP (Community Entry Point for phytosanitary checks) 
and the BIP (Border Inspection Point for checking animal products intended for human 
consumption), made available to the administrative authorities, and so on site, allowing 
regulatory controls to be carried out as quickly as possible. 
 
Subject to prior agreement by the administrative authorities, it would be possible to 
carry out all these checks inside the refrigerated hangar itself.  
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 A high-performance rail connection 
 
A railway line serves the refrigerated warehouse on each side, as well as the 17,721 
m2 apron. This is extended immediately upstream by four (4) storage lanes of 400m 
each. The latter are connected to a 42-kilometre secure port railway. 
 
In parallel, in June 2021, Port Sud de France will deliver a new 6ha multi-modal rail-
road platform for the rail transport of ITU intermodal transport units (containers, semi-
trailers, swap bodies, various goods etc) on trains to Northern Europe (Calais, Paris, 
Bettembourg...). 
 
The multimodal zone consisting of three rail loading zones (2 railways with a usable 
length of 330ml and 1 track with a usable length of 400ml) will be delivered during 2021 
on the commercial port of Sète. 
 

 
 
 

 A parking area set aside for trucks and a space for HGV drivers 
 
Port Sud de France has a set of premises offering use of toilets, showers and rest 
areas to accommodate drivers in transit on the commercial port of Sète. 
 
This "welcome hub" will be located near the eastern entrance to the commercial port 
of Sète and accessible via a secure route. 
 

 A space for freight forwarders and agents 
 
From April 2021, Port Sud de France will have a set of office premises near the eastern 
entrance to accommodate a dozen freight forwarders and agents on the commercial 
port of Sète. 
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 A future logistics platform  
 
By 2022, Port Sud de France plans to create a 7.6ha space for the development of 
industrial and commercial activities. Part of this space, located in the immediate vicinity 
of the commercial port of Sète, will accommodate a road hub with a capacity of 70 
parking spaces for lorries, as well as an associated living area. 
 

 
 
 

 A Cargo Intelligent System (CIS)-type computerised exchange platform 
 
In 2020, the Port of Sète got Marseille Gyptis International's (MGI) computerised 
exchange platform "Ci5", which is part of a process of paperless port procedures, as 
well as making the flow of information and interactions between different stakeholders 
smoother, including the customs administration and SIVEP departments. 
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SITE PLAN 
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REFRIGERATED WAREHOUSE / MULTIMODAL PLATFORM SITE PLAN 
 

 
 
 

D) Existing facilities that can handle containers and pallets 
 

 Rail gantries: 
 EUROCRANE container gantry 
- Year of construction and commissioning at Sète: 2011 
- Manufacturer: EUROCRANE 
- Activity: Containers/heavy packages 
- Lifting force: 70t on the hook; 2x25t/2x30t on the spreader (20- and 40-foot 

containers) 
- Total mass: 875t 
- Useful frontal reach compared to seafront rail axis: 44m 
- Useful frontal reach compared to the rail axis on the land side: 15m 
- Total directional run: 86m 
- Overall width: 20m 
- Height under spreader: 34m 
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- Power type: 20kV 
- Control: PLC programming 
- Average rate: 20 to 30 cts/hr 

 
 LIEBHERR container gantry 
- Year of construction and commissioning at Sète: 1984 
- Manufacturer: LIEBHERR 
- Activity: Containers / Heavy packages 
- Lifting force: 39t on the hook; 34t on the spreader 
- Total mass: 450t 
- Useful frontal reach compared to seafront rail axis: 35m 
- Useful frontal reach compared to the rail axis on the land side: 11m 
- Overall width: 27m 
- Height under spreader: 24m hoisting beam at 0° / 21m hoisting beam at 90° 
- Power type: 5.5kV 
- Control: Ward Léonard 
- Average rate: 20 to 30 cts/hr 

 
 Three LIEBHERR LHM 550 mobile cranes:  
- Year of construction and commissioning at Sète: 2012, 2018 and 2020. 
- Manufacturer: LIEBHERR 
- Type: Straight lattice boom 
- Boom connection: Hydraulic 
- Activity: Containers / Heavy packages / Solid bulk 
- Lifting force: Skip 35t at 48m; Hook 120t at 11m -> 40t at 48m 
- Total mass: 167t 
- Overall width: 10.5m 
- Height under skip: 20m 
- Control: PLC programming 
- Average rate: 20 to 30 cts/hr 

 
 
III - Environmental data 
 
The operator must commit to complying with environmental regulatory obligations 
regarding its activities. 
 
In particular, it must ensure that its professional waste is managed according to the 
appropriate collection and disposal methods. It will also ensure that no contaminated 
water is discharged into the natural environment.  
 
 
IV - Contractualisation and financial conditions 
 
Depending on the options chosen, a Temporary Occupation Agreement on the port 
public domain will be concluded. 
 
The terms of the agreement will depend on the elements provided in the offer and 
negotiation file, including: 
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- the duration, 
- investments made by the private operator in relation to the nature of its proposal, 
- overall revenues and pure financial benefits for the port of Sète and strategic 

interest for Port Sud de France and the Occitanie Pyrénées-Méditerranée 
region.  

 
 


